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so express myself, though pretty, seemed to me but turfing to the other Those seemed to be like natuie miraculously displayed, this only fable in grotesque The figures indeed were not only fine, but extraordinary, yet their various shapes were not at all so entertaining to the mind, however refieshmg they might be found to the body
I took notice before of the straightness of their walks, but though to me it might seem a diminution of their beauty, I am apt to believe to the Spamaid, for and by whom they were laid out, it may seem otherwise They, of both sexes, give themselves so intolerably up to amommg, that, on that account, the closeness of the walks may be looked upon as an advantage rather than a defect The giand avenue to the house is much more stately, and composed, as they aie, of rows of trees somewhat larger than our laigest limes, whose leaves are all of a perfect pea-bloom colour, together with then: grandeur, they strike the eye with a pleasing beauty. At the entrance of the grand court we see the statue of Philip II , to intimate to the spectatois, I suppose, that he was the founder.
Among other parks about Aranjuez, theie is one entirely pieserved for diomedanes, an useful cieatuie foi fatigue, burthen, and despatch, but the neaiest of kin to defoimity of any I ever saw There are seveial othei inclosuies foi se\eral soits of stiange and wild beasts, which aie sometimes baited m a very laige pond, that was shown me about half a league from hence This is no ordinary divei sion , but when the court is disposed that way, the beast, or beasts, whether bear, lion, or tiger, are conveyed into a house prcpaied for that purpose , whence he can no other way issue than ^>y a door over the water, through, or over which, foicing or flinging himself, he gradually finds himself descend into the veiy depth of the pond by a wooden declivity. The dogs stand ready on the banks, and so soon as evei they spy their enemy, rush all at once into the watei, and engage him A diversion less to be complained of than their tauridores, because attended with le&s ciuelty to the beast, as well as danger to the spectatois
When we arnved at Madud, a town much spoken of by natives, as well as sti angers, though I had seen it bcfoic, I could hardly restiam myself fiom being surprised to fmd it only envnoned with mud walls It may veiy easily be